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Two mothers sit stoically, almost numb, in the courtroom waiting. 

A 17 year-old boy sits in the defendants chair charged with vehicular manslaughter. 

He had only been driving on his own for a few months when he went to a party after homecoming. That night he drank his beer, and then another. 

On the way home he swerved left of center hitting the oncoming car killing the driver of the other vehicle instantly. The other drive was a classmate, another 17 year-old boy on his way home as well.

Two mom’s sit waiting. The defendant has already been found guilty, he and these two mom’s now waiting for the sentencing. 

One mom prays for leniency…he’s only 17; he has his whole life ahead of him. 

The other mom prays for “justice”…he was only 17; he had his whole life ahead of him.

The judge, having listened to all the evidence, testimonies, and statements for the victim’s mom must decide the punishment, and fate of this young man.

We understand that the punishment must fit the crime but, depending on which side of the court room you are sitting on will determine what you might think is a fitting, just, and fair punishment.

People do this with God. Dana was in an online conversation with her nephew a few weeks ago about abortion and the right for life.

When he started to lose the discussion he responded with typical response: How could a just God send a woman to hell for all eternity just because she had an abortion?” 

The implication of that statement is that since her nephew felt that it would be unfair for God to send someone to hell for one decisions then he rejected the existence of any god. And, as an added bones, if there is no god then there is no one above him to say that abortion is wrong.

I got thinking about this and found the irony in the fact that this is the same guy who told me not that long ago that he rejected the existence of a god because, as he put it: “How could a good god allow so much evil in the world?”

Which side of the court room are you on? Is God too harsh because His judgment is too hard?

Or, is He too lenient because He doesn’t judge evil soon enough and stop it from happening?

Justice or grace, punishment or mercy. Through Christ God will forgive us our sins. 

But God does not promise to spare us from the consequences of sin, at least in this life.

Commit a crime—go to jail (jailhouse conversions)

Cheat on your wife—people will be hurt, Tim Addington, ex v. p.

Drink and drive—someone may die

Sometimes we may have to suffer consequences for someone else’s sin—crime, an abusive spouse, you pay a little bit more at the store to cover the cost of shoplifting.

Sometimes we suffer the consequences of the effect of sin on the world we live in—natural disasters, disease, or the aging process.

But here is the most amazing thing. Through the cross and the death of Jesus Christ we can be spared the ultimate consequence of sin—the wrath of God.

Remember, ultimately all sin is sin against God and God’s holiness demands that He must judge sin.

We don’t like to think much about the wrath of God do we?

A couple years ago Christianity Toady ran an article saying that the phrase “wrath of God” keeps popular worship song out of 10,000 plus church.”

A publisher of a new hymnal wanted to include the popular worship song “In Christ Alone”. But there is a line in the song that goes “Till on that cross as Jesus died/the wrath of God was satisfied”. 

The publisher was afraid people would be offended by this and wanted to change the line to “Till on that cross as Jesus died/the love of God was magnified.”

I would like to submit that both statements are true and are in fact two sides of the same coin. Rightly understood the wrath of God comes out of love of God.

If you would please open your Bibles to Romans chapter 1. Romans chapter 1 and we will be looking at verse 18.

Paul the great missionary had wanted for years to travel to Rome and preach the gospel. During his third missionary journey, still hoping that one day he would still get there.

Others believers had gone to Rome before Paul with the gospel message so there were believers there. Romans is a letter that Paul wrote to these believers.
He is writing to clarify the gospel and the foundations of the Christian faith. 

Paul starts out in the first three chapters by explaining our need for a savior, the judgment do us because of our sin.

Let’s pick up here in verse 18 of Romans chapter 1:

Romans 1:18: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 

So they are without excuse. 

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have claimed to know what is best, right and good. God has revealed Himself and His nature and character through creation and conscience, but we have rejected the God of creation and gone after gods of our own creation.

The gods of our day are the gods of pleasure, happiness, self-will, free choice, and the abundance of stuff.

Therefore God has given us over to our own depravity and sinfulness that our sin may run its course knowing that ultimately “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men”.

Skip over to chapter 2, Romans 2:5 “But because of your hard and im|pen|i|tent heart [unrepentant heart] you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 

6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.” 

Holding someone accountable seems to be a foreign concept to our culture today. It’s not my fault. It didn’t knock over the lamp…the lamp fell, 

But we will be held accountable to the creator God who is the standard of right and wrong. He will judge and His judgment will be righteous, just and fair.

But now we have to be careful. 

If we were only to read this passage and forget the rest of Paul’s letter to the Romans, or didn’t take into consideration all of Scriptures for that matter it could be easy to make the assumption that we are saved by our good works.

But, later in Romans 3:23 Paul will write; “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”

All, everyone, you and me, have sinned. We may not have known all of God’s law and commands but what we have known to be true about God, truth and righteousness, we have rejected.

And because of our sin we are all subject to God’s wrath. This is the truth about the consequences of sin.

Sinful people are the object of God’s wrath. You and I, we are sinful people.

Does that make you feel uncomfortable?

Does the idea of God being a wrathful God offend you? I think that is way a lot of Christians don’t like the Old Testament. God in the Old Testament comes across to some as an angry God ready to smite anyone who steps out of line.

But in the New Testament we see God as the loving Father, His Son sitting under a tree as children play around Him and are welcomed and accepted.

But friends let me tell you this same Son will come again to judge the living and the dead. He will wage war on the wicked casting them into eternal judgment.

Here is where I think most people struggle, we misunderstand what the wrath of God means. 

We see wrath as some kind of vengeful angry out of control assault, like the Wrath of Khan. (For those Star Trek fans) This is not what were are talking about.

Here are five biblical truths about the wrath of God:

1. God’s wrath is just.

Some argue that the God of the Old Testament is a moral monster that is by no means worthy of worship.
However, biblical authors have no such problem. In fact, God’s wrath is said to be in perfect accord with God’s justice. 

As we have already seen on Romans 2:5; “But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.” 

God’s wrath is in proportion to human sinfulness.

In Proverbs 24:12 we read, “If you say, ‘Behold, we did not know this,’ does not he who weighs hearts perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to his work?”

J.I. Packer summarizes: “God’s wrath in the Bible is never the capricious, [i.e unpredictable or impulsive] self-indulgent, irritable, morally ignoble thing that human anger so often is. It is, instead, a right and necessary reaction to objective moral evil” (Knowing God, 151).

2. God’s wrath is to be feared.

God’s wrath is to be feared because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

God’s wrath is to be feared because we are justly condemned sinners apart from Christ (Romans 5:1). 

God’s wrath is to be feared because he is powerful enough to do what he promises (Jeremiah 32:17). 

God’s wrath is to be feared because God promises eternal punishment apart from Christ (Matthew 25:46).

3. God’s wrath [really] is consistent in the Old and New Testament.

It is common to think of the Old Testament God as mean, harsh, and wrath-filled, and the God of the New Testament as kind, patient, and loving. 

Yet, we find immensely fearful descriptions of the wrath of God in both the Old and the New Testament. Here are just a few examples:

“Behold the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked.” (Jeremiah 30:23)

“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is avenging and wrathful; the Lord takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies.” (Nahum 1:2)

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” (Romans 1:18)

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.” (John 3:36)

4. God’s wrath is his love in action against sin.

God hates sin because it is the very antithesis of His nature. The psalmist describes God’s hatred of sin this way: “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; no evil dwells with You” (Psalm 5:4). 

God hates sin because He is holy; holiness is the most exalted of all His attributes (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 6:8). 

His holiness totally saturates His being. His holiness epitomizes His moral perfection and His absolute freedom from blemish of any kind (Psalm 89:35; 92:15; Romans 9:14).

God hates sin for the simple reason that sin separates us from Him: “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2; see also Isaiah 13:11; Jeremiah 5:25). 

It was sin that caused Adam and Eve to run away from God and hide “among the trees of the garden” (Genesis 3:8). 

Sin always brings separation, and the fact that God hates sin means that He hates being separated from us. His love demands restoration, which in turn demands holiness.

God also hates sin because of its subtle deceitfulness which entices us to focus on worldly pleasure to the exclusion of God’s blessings. 

Those who have their sins forgiven can say, “You will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand” (Psalm 16:11). 

To pursue sin is to turn one’s back on the gifts of God, who has “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11). God’s hatred of sin implies that He loves His people and wants to bless them.

And finally:
5. God’s wrath is satisfied in Christ.

Here we have the ultimate good news: “Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). 

Because of Christ, God can rightly call sinners justified (Romans 3:26).

God has done what we could not do, and he has done what we didn’t deserve. 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
Save it from His own wrath.

18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

What amazing grace!

If you are in Christ God’s anger if never directed toward you. This is no small thing!
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